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FREEPORT - Rev
Glenroy Bethel, founder of
Family for Justice, is calling
for more prosecutors to be
stationed at the Office of
the Attorney General on
Grand Bahama.

He believes that there is
a need for more permanent
lawyers considering the
number of cases heard in
the country’s second city.

“For far too long the
Grand Bahama community
has suffered without suffi-
cient prosecutors to serve
in our community. We are
appealing to the govern-
ment to send prosecutors
to our community to assure
that the vision that (Attor-
ney General) John
Delaney communicated to
the community be carried
out so that people could
trust the system,” Rev
Bethel said in a press
release issued yesterday. 

Attorney General
Delaney held a conference
in Grand Bahama a few
months ago for religious
leaders and members of the
community in an effort to
improve relations between
victims’ families and wit-
nesses in violent crime cas-
es.

Rev Bethel said there
continues to be a backlog
of cases on Grand Bahama.

In an effort to alleviate
this backlog, two prosecu-
tors, one permanent, are
on staff at the Attorney
General’s Office in
Freeport.

A full-time Justice has
also been appointed to deal
with criminal matters in the
Supreme Court on Grand
Bahama.

Rev Bethel said he sup-
ports Mr Delaney’s vision,
but feels it “could only
work for the community of
Grand Bahama, particular-
ly if central government
supports the Attorney
General’s Office in
Freeport with adequate
staff.

“This means sufficient
prosecutors to get the job
done and improve rela-
tionship with the commu-
nity.  

“The Attorney General’s
Office in Freeport is under-
staffed, out of touch with
the community, and needs
professional attorneys to
serve the community of
Grand Bahama.

“Because of the high
crime rate Freeport has
been experiencing and the
backlog of cases, our
organisation felt it was
necessary to agitate for
change in the justice sys-
tem, for permanent
lawyers for the Grand
Bahama office.

“Therefore, we call on
the government to provide
permanent lawyers for the
Attorney General’s Office
to better serve our com-
munity,” he said.
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FREEPORT – Family for Justice
Founder Rev Glenroy Bethel
expressed concern that complaints of
alleged corruption filed nearly five
months ago against several police offi-
cers have yet to be addressed. 

He reported that the complaints
involve 10 police officers of various
ranks (constable, corporal, sergeant
and inspector) in the Royal Bahamas
Police Force on Grand Bahama.  

“The Family for Justice organisa-
tion had received information of
alleged police corruption involving
10 police officers of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force.

“We had taken the position to
investigate these alleged reports and
we found it very disturbing that these
10 officers were allegedly involved in
corrupt practices,” claims Rev Bethel
in a press release.

He claims that the officers were
accused of conspiracy to commit
home invasion, illegal firearm pos-
session, abuse of an official position

and use of government property to
commit a criminal act. 

The community activist said his
organisation lodged official com-
plaints with the senior assistant com-
missioner in charge of the Grand
Bahama District.

Rev Bethel claims that FFJ has yet
to hear anything about the status of
those complaints.

“It is our view that no complaint
from the public should have to take
five months to be addressed; service
given to the public must be given with
respect,” he said. 

“So we make this plea to the Com-
missioner of Police Ellison
Greenslade to address our organisa-
tion’s complaints.

“These are serious allegations…
and we would like to see justice
done,” Rev Bethel said. 

He also called on the public to part-
ner with the police to help rid the

force of corrupt officers.
The Tribune attempted to contact

Senior Assistant Commissioner
Quinn McCartney for comment
regarding the complaints, but he did
not return the call up to press time
last night.

During the swearing-in of 32 new
police recruits on February 23, 2011,
Mr McCartney warned that there is
zero tolerance for police brutality and
corruption.

“We hear about police brutality and
corruption and we want these young
individuals joining (the force) to
maintain the highest standards possi-
ble,” he said. 

He told the recruits that the RBPF
is a noble organisation that plays a
critical role in the governance and
management of the country, and
therefore must be staffed by people
who can be trusted and relied on to
uphold the law.

SOUTH Africa hopes to
install an honorary consul
for the Bahamas to further
strengthen ties between
the two countries. There
is particular interest in the
Freeport shipping sector
with a view of possible
ut i l i sat ion for  South
Africa.

Since they established
their diplomatic relations
after the end of apartheid
in 1994, South Africa and
the Bahamas have been
working towards stronger

economic and cultural ties.
Over the last decade, the

South African interest in
the Bahamas has
increased. With the most
notable investment of Sol
Kerzner’s Atlantis, inter-
est in the Bahamas has
greatly increased through
many collaborations of
Kerzner International with
the international commu-
nity.

The new South African
High Commissioner to the
Caribbean Mathu Joyini

arrived in Nassau on Tues-
day. She met with various
Government Ministers and
US Ambassador to the
Bahamas Nicole Avant on
Wednesday.

High Commiss ioner
Joyini  and Counsel lor
Vhangani  Peter  Mak-
warela were hosted by
South African resident
Werner Gruner, director
of the Julius Bär Bank and
Trust  (Bahamas) ,  and
were given a tour of the
multi-million property.

POLICE are investigating the attempt-
ed murder of a man who was chopped
multiple times by a cutlass-wielding thug.

The victim, believed to be in his mid-
20s, was walking in the area of Bacardi
Road around 1.17am yesterday when a
green Chevrolet Blazer, occupied by two
men, pulled alongside him.

One of the men got out of the car,
pulled out a cutlass and attacked the vic-
tim.

The victim suffered multiple chop
wounds about the body and was taken to
hospital by emergency medical services
where he remains in critical condition.

• Firearm and drugs recovered 
OFFICERS of the Central Detective

Unit, acting on a tip, seized a quantity of
suspected marijuana as well as a hand-
gun with ammunition from a private vehi-
cle.

The CDU officers made the discovery
of the suspected illegal drugs and firearm
after searching a black Buick vehicle on
Toote Shop Corner off East Street on
Wednesday at 6pm.

No one was taken into custody. 

• Drug arrest
OFFICERS of the Tourism Police Unit

were on Cumberland Street around 9pm
on Wednesday when they observed a
young man acting suspiciously.

Officers conducted a search of the 17-
year-old man and recovered a quantity
of suspected marijuana on his person. 

He was taken into custody for ques-
tioning.

•Firearm recovered
OFFICERS of Mobile Division, acting

on information, recovered a handgun and
ammunition outside of a liqour store.

The officers made the discovery yester-
day morning outside Pressure Point
Liquor Store on Tonique Williams-Dar-
ling Highway. No one was taken into cus-
tody.

• Students arrested
Two male students were taken in cus-

tody after being found in possession of a
handgun while at school yesterday after-
noon. The Anatol Rogers High School
students are aged 15 and 16 . Police inves-
tigations continue.

Complaints against police
‘have yet to be addressed’
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Rev Glenroy Bethel speaks out

SOUTH AFRICAN High Commissioner to the Caribbean Mathu Joyini (centre) with South African Min-
ister Counsellor to the Caribbean Vhangani Peter Makwarela (left) and South African resident Werner
Gruner, director of the Julius Bär Bank and Trust (Bahamas).
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